TDI GAMEBALL GOES TO...

BY STEPHANIE PLOTINO

percent participation.) This year, however, CBCO had a
difficult time finding a competitor for the Bearcats, so the
Bearcats competed against themselves — and still won.

The 123 total pints were the most ever collected at
a SBU blood drive, easily shattering the old record of
188 pints, thanks in large part to the Bearcats’ efforts.
In addition to participating themselves, they brought
together a good chunk of the SBU community, including
students, faculty, staff and even athletes and coaches
from other sports, to join in the donation efforts.

“We challenged [our team] to donate and encourage
their friends to donate as well,” Bearcats head coach
Keith Allen told SBUBearcats.com. “We talk to our kids
all the time about being Christian leaders, giving back
to the community and also winning in everything they
do on and off the field. [The blood drive] was a great
example of our kids ‘walking their talk,” and | was very
impressed and honored with their efforts.”

No doubt, giving blood is a nerve-racking venture
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As aggressive a team as the Southwest Baptist
University Bearcats are, they try not to draw too much
blood on the football field. In April, however, the team
had its entire purple and black-clad campus seeing red
when 54 football student-athletes helped donate 123
pints of blood to the Community Blood Center of the
Ozarks (CBCO).

In past years, the SBU football team had participated
in CBCO’s blood drive as part of a competition between
the local college football teams, to see who could get
the highest percentage of its players and coaches to ‘:,’;w- i L g A G T
donate. (SBU took home the trophy in 2009 with 98.1 = - <# CTANN
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for many people even for
250-plus-pound football players.
So convincing one Bearcat in
particular was a bit of a challenge,
but eventually he came around for
the benefit of those in need.

“We have a lineman, Michael B
Wormley, who is scared of YL
needles,” says junior wide receiver Charles Johnson,
“so we had to hype him up to give. | think he is still
scared of needles now, but he still ended up giving.”

For Johnson, though, there really was no question.

“l wasn’t nervous. | was willing to give,” he says.

This year’s drive was Johnson’s third or fourth time
donating blood, and to think his contribution could be
saving a life made it all worth it for him. All it took was
five to 10 minutes, and CBCO had one more pint of
blood to put towards the approximately 275 that are
required to meet the needs of the patients at their 36
partner hospitals each day.

“If it was my relative or somebody that needed blood,
| would hope that someone else would do the same for
me,” Johnson says.

Johnson’s teammate, senior quarterback Steven
Gachette, shares those sentiments and was just as
happy to have gotten involved. Because for Gachette
and his teammates, giving back to the community is not
something they do just for the hell of it; it's something
they want to do.

“[The residents of Bolivar, Mo.] need to be able to feel
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like they can ask us for anything and not feel like,
‘Oh | wish these guys could help us,” Gachette
says. “When | first got here, | think people were
intimidated by us because we were not the same
color and this and that.”

But now, says Gachette — thanks to the
Bearcats’ reputation for participating in the blood
drive, visiting area middle schools as part of their
Big Cat Little Cat program, and even doing odd
jobs around the community like yardwork for the
elderly — “when I'm around town with a SBU
t-shirt on, people will say, ‘Oh you guys helped us
with this; you guys helped us with
that.’ It just passes along.”

Sure, the people of Bolivar are
the true beneficiaries of the team’s
efforts. But don’t be fooled — the
Bearcats get a little something out of
it as well. All of the extra time spent
together helps build team unity.

“Almost everything we've
volunteered to do, there’s a story
behind it that we can look back
on and laugh about,” Gachette says. “I think it helps us
work hard together. Rather than just working together on
the field, we work together off the field also. We almost
always have a funny story to talk about. Even when
football is over, we’ll have something to talk about.”

And when football is over, there’s something else
they’ll all still be doing: giving back.

“In my hometown, | don’t really know of too much
[physical community service] to do,” says Johnson, “but
| will definitely continue to give blood.”
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